
It is also the story of how I discovered I was 
living his legacy. In 2003, I co-founded the 

largest global giving circle movement dedicated 
to advancing gender equality and well-being for 

women and girls around the world—Dining for Women—based on a simple model that nurtures community, 
democratizes philanthropy, and multiplies the power of an individual. And it all began with Norm. 

At heart, Norm Fintel was a farmer and people were his crop. He dedicated his life to peace and equality for 
humankind. This book of his life lessons is for anyone searching for ways to spread the seeds of goodwill. Now, 
more than ever, we are in need of leaders who have moral integrity and embody selfless service—qualities that 
transcend time, age, gender, and race. True leadership begins with a code of personal values and a commitment 
to living to serve another. Then another, and another…

this is the story 
of my father— 
a humble and 

courageous man 
who spent the 

final months of 
his life trying to 
save the world. 

barbara fintel collins is co-founder of Dining for Women, the largest global giving circle movement dedicated to 
advancing gender equality and well-being for women and girls around the world. With 470 chapters in the U.S., DFW has educated 
and mobilized more than 32,000 global citizens, amassing small gifts into $7 million in grants to organizations in 60 countries. 
Under her leadership, DFW has initiated partnerships with the Peace Corps, UNICEF, OXFAM, and Michelle Obama’s Let 
Girls Learn Initiative. In 2014, Barb was named an Everyday Freedom Hero by the National Underground Railroad Freedom 
Center. She and her husband Greg have two grown daughters, and live in Greenville, S.C. with their gentle husky and feisty cat.  
For more information, please email barb@barbarafintelcollins.com or visit lovenorm.com.

dr. norman d. fintel (1925–2017) spent a lifetime planting and nourishing seeds of the soul. Raised on a farm in Nebraska and immersed 
in a strong German Lutheran heritage, he had parents who nurtured intellectual curiosity, deep faith, and a hard-work ethic along with a wide-open 
approach to life. He devoted his life to quietly, methodically developing leadership potential within individuals and organizations. And while his 
calling of shaping the minds and hearts of our next generation led to the presidency at Roanoke College in Salem, Virginia, his truest gift was seeing 
the good in people before they saw it themselves. Norm’s vision is of a world of peace, one where people take care of all people.

our world is calling for change!


