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NORM’S  34  LIFE LESSONS
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norm’s life lessons

#1  
love is kind.  nora taught her son not to judge 
others and to look for the good in everyone. 

one of norm’s favorite adages was 
“you get more flies with honey than vinegar.” 

#2  
if you always tell the truth, you never have to remember 

what you said. your word is your bond. 

#3 
be willing to listen to new ideas, even when your first 

reaction is, no, not right now. change is a guarantee in life. 
expect it, encourage it, leverage it: you must learn from it and 

innovate. radical change comes slowly. as norm often said, 
“now we’re cooking with gas.”

#4 
act without being asked. most importantly, work cannot be 

separated from the way you are, ethically and morally. 

#5 
“home is a place that when you gotta go there,  

they gotta let you in.”

#6  
building community no matter where you live 

is a vital resource for support. this give-and-take, 
sharing hardships, builds friendship and belonging. 

reach out to your neighbors.
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#7  
everyone is equal. look beyond what makes us different. 

a good samaritan unselfishly helps others, especially 
strangers. the nebraska state motto is “equality before 

the law.”

#8 
be open. walk through open doors even 

when you don’t know where they might lead. 
take full advantage of opportunities.

#9 
seek truth through a higher power. 

a solid belief system must underpin your values. 
have faith to be guided from within.

#10 
“what good is a half-baked potato?”

#11 
luck is where preparation meets opportunity. 

#12 
once you walk through an open door to your 

future, do your best work. give it your all. 
“measure twice, saw once.”

#13 
you can work miracles when you don’t know 

that something is impossible. 
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#14 
search for truth. never stop learning. 

#15 
it’s an opportunity corner. 

(when luck or good circumstances came knocking, as 
well as a reference to driving with your date and taking 
advantage of a curve in the road to sit closer together)

#16 
find a partner you respect, one that lifts the level 
of your behavior and life goals, perhaps without 

you even knowing it. 

#17 
the best sermons are lived, not presented. 

#18 
if you don’t have anything good to say, don’t say anything. 

always take the high road. 

#19 
home is wherever you lay your head.  

every move broadens your mind. 

#20 
expect ups and downs, and learn from 

each experience so the next time is easier. 
“i’m willing to try anything twice: 

the first time i might have missed something.”



love, norm   |     barbarafintelcollins.com

norm’s life lessons

#21 
solutions are discovered when people take ownership 
of the process. “a leader plants seeds and stirs the pot.”

#22 
a fish stinks first in the head! if you’re not 

willing to change, we have a problem. 

#23 
actions speak louder than words.  

don’t talk the walk—walk it. 

#24 
above all, always search for the truth. 

if you see a wrong, make it right. live with a sense 
of urgency or nothing ever changes. 

#25 
rules are made to be broken. 

#26 
there is learning going on at every school. 

some teach more about real life than others. parental 
instincts rush their children to the “best” schools, 
defined by standardized tests, but we don’t think 

enough about preparing students for real life. 

#27 
look around and get outside of your own backyard. 

go to the heart of the problem, see it for what it is 
and talk it out. 
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#28 
don’t forget to slow down and 

enjoy the beauty of the earth. 
we all must be its guardians. 

#29 
open your mind to possibilities. 

“the mind is a hole waiting to be filled.” 

#30 
when you walk through an open door, don’t look back. 

“you can’t drive a car by using the rearview mirror.”

#31 
choose your battles.

#32 
don’t let the bastards get you down. 

don’t let them see you sweat.

#33 
plant the seed, wait for the harvest. 

#34 
check your ego, even when you have accumulated 

decades of sapient wisdom.


